2022
CBCA BOOK WEEK
ACTIVITIES
INSPIRED BY THEME:
DREAMING WITH
EYES OPEN …

DREAMING OF A BETTER
WORLD
ACTIVITY: A BREAKING NEWS
STORY IN THE FUTURE

BREAKING
NEWS
Determine a time in the future (it could
be next year, five years, a decade, or
twenty years from now) and this will be
influenced by the topic you choose
(select one of the three topics provided
below) and share a newsworthy event
from this time that highlights how the
world is a better place because of a
person’s actions, innovation or
humanitarian act inspired by some of the
2022 Children’s Book Council of
Australia (CBCA) Shortlisted and
Notable titles.

Choose a way to share this newsworthy event. Depending on the future time you select you
might come up with some futuristic visionary idea, maybe including a smart room or robots
or an invention you come up with. You might choose to:
• Present this in a format that could be used on a website
• Prepare a television report (script or audio)
• Create a photo or picture (for example a drawing, painting, collage or cartoon) that goes
viral with hashtags and a summary detailing the newsworthy event
• You may come up with your own creative way to share your chosen newsworthy event.
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Prepare a news story in the future that:
Honours Compassion – Devise a way to honour a person who has demonstrated compassion
in times of adversity. This could be a book character or actual person.
Inspired by:

Rabbit, Soldier, Angel, Thief by Katrina Nannestad
2022 CBCA Shortlisted title (category: Younger Readers)

Extract from Reading Opens Doors review:

“This book is inspired by a true story of a boy, Sergey
Aleshkov, who was around six to eight years old
when he joined the Red Army and served in a noncombat role. This powerful moving story is a
stunning example of light and love not only existing,
but shining in a time of horrific suffering. It shows
seemingly small acts of kindness can have a
monumental effect and touch a legion of hearts.”
Full review here
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Create an artwork
(drawing, painting,
collage, photo) capturing
the person’s actions or
service. Include a quote
or message from the
person depicted.

MONUMENT FOR NOVA PERIS
Some quick facts about Nova Peris:
• Aboriginal Australian
• Athlete
• First Aboriginal woman elected to Federal parliament
• First Aboriginal Australian to win an Olympic gold medal
• Gold Medal - 1996 Olympics - Women’s Hockey team
• Gold Medals – 1998 Commonwealth Games – Athletics (200 metres
and 4x100m relay)
Bronze statue of Nova Peris and the symbolism used:
• A saltwater crocodile and a black-headed python represent Peris’
totems on her mother and father’s sides.
• Native hibiscus flowers - prevalent across Australia and are enduring.
They are purple in colour. This colour is symbolic of compassion and
spiritual healing. Nova Peris’ mother and grandparents are part of the
Stolen Generations.
• Hockey stick and gold medal recognise Peris’ contribution to sport
• Peris is depicted in this monument running over Country
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Be the Change – share a news story in the future about
(please note, the person in your story could be a book character or a
person in real life):
- A person who has taken a stand to communicate a situation that
needs to change.
- A person who inspired others to take action for a cause.
- An act of kindness having a ripple effect, whereby one single
act of kindness led to a chain reaction where others were
inspired to carry out acts of kindness.
- The power of community coming together to create change and a
positive difference

Inspired by:
The Good Times of Pelican Rise:
Save the Joeys by Samone Amba
2022 CBCA Notable title
(Category: Younger Readers)

The Right Way to Rock
by Nat Amoore
2022 CBCA Notable title
(Category: Younger Readers)
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Prepare a news story in the future that:
Explore successes in response to climate change issues (further explanation and possible
ideas are on the following pages).
Inspired by:

Fozia and the Quest of Prince Zal by Rosanne Hawke
2022 CBCA Notable title (Category: Younger Readers)

Extract from Reading Opens Doors review:

“Fozia and the Quest of Prince Zal is a compelling story
of heartbreak and tenacity, inspired by the Pakistani
flood of 2010 which affected twenty-one million
people, eight million of these being children. This story
is set six months after this unprecedented disaster,
when the water levels, which took months to recede,
were almost back to normal. This book is a window
into the aftermath of this catastrophic disaster and
shares touching tales from believable characters about
community, compassion and a sense of belonging. This
will no doubt elicit in readers a sense of empathy and
compassion for Fozia as well as all victims of this
flood.”
Full review here
v
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Disasters such as the Pakistani flood in Fozia and Quest of Prince Zal have been attributed to
climate change. Prepare a news story that shares the successes (responding to global
warming) that have resulted because of sustainable practices being introduced. While your
response will be based on fact, some creative licence will apply as you are writing in the
future and presenting predictions, for example, consider the POSSIBLE and PLAUSIBLE
results sustainable practices MAY have on:
-

Sea levels

-

Severity of droughts and effect this COULD HAVE on crops

The Arctic and affect on the sea ice environment. What effect COULD sustainable
practices have on the melting ice and what could this mean for polar bears
-

You may choose another idea.

SEE POSSIBLE IDEAS LISTED AFTER THE BOOKS BELOW

Other books to explore with themes relating to climate change and sustainable practices:

Walk of the Whales
By Nick Bland
2022 CBCA Shortlisted title
(Category: Early Childhood)

Wiradjuri Country
by Larry Brandy
2022 CBCA Notable title
(Category: Eve Pownall Award)
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Sea Country
by Aunty Patsy Cameron
and illustrated by Lisa Kennedy
2022 CBCA Notable title
(Category: Early Childhood)
Review on Reading Opens Doors
blog here

One Potoroo: A Story of Survival
by Penny Jaye
and illustrated by Alicia Rogerson
2022 CBCA Notable title
(Category: Eve Pownall Award)

Saving Seal: the plastic predicament
by Diane Jackson Hill
and illustrated by Craig Smith
2022 CBCA Notable title
(Category: Eve Pownall Award)

Iceberg
by Claire Saxby
and illustrated by Jess Racklyeft
2022 CBCA Shortlisted title
(Category: Picture Book)
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The First Scientists –
Deadly Inventions and Innovations
from Australia’s First Peoples
by Corey Tutt
and illustrated by Blak Douglas
2022 CBCA Shortlisted title
(Category: Eve Pownall Award)
Review on Reading Opens Doors
blog here

Walking in Gagudju Country:
Exploring the Monsoon Forest
by Diane Lucas and Ben Tyler
and illustrated by Emma Long
2022 CBCA Shortlisted title
(Category: the Eve Pownall Award
and 2022 CBCA Award for New
Illustrator)
Review on Reading Opens Doors
blog (scroll down to ninth book) here

Possible ideas:
First Nations people have successfully employed sustainable practices for tens of
thousands of years and have a deep connection to Country as well as knowledge about signs
that are indicative of climate change. Share a news story that reports a practice based on
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge that has been developed over centuries and
has positively responded to climate change.
Consider actions that could be taken to address the climate emergency and that could
be successful in fighting climate change, for example, use of renewable resources (for
example wind or solar energy) and in the news report talk about the impact this has had.
Produce an idea for an invention that can be used to make the environment cleaner –
could be a household appliance or industrial equipment. Share in a news story how this
exciting development works and achieves its purpose of being beneficial to climate change.
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